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An Attempt to Describe TADOKU Activities as Workshops
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TADOKU (extensive reading) is a language learning method that aims at acquiring a second
language by increasing the input of the target language by reading a large amount of books and
watching videos. Although each learner is free to read and watch whatever he or she likes, the
activity is often carried out in groups and requires a support person to help by setting up the reading
environment. When TADOKU takes place in the classroom, the teacher is the support person.
However, the teacher’ s role is not to teach but to help learners to read more, to support learners to
enjoy and learn autonomously. This learner-centered approach to TADOKU activities resembles in
many ways workshops where learners learn from their own experiences rather than receiving
knowledge transfer. It is possible to regard the activities of TADOKU as a kind of workshop.
Applying the wealth of knowledge gained from research on workshops is extremely useful when
considering TADOKU activities and support.

This paper summarizes the characteristics of workshops and the activities of TADOKU in
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classes and other settings, and then compares the two, pointing out their similarities. The merits
of using the findings on workshops to support TADOKU are then discussed.
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