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Abstract

Law for the Prevention of Spousal Violence and the Protection of Victims has come into effect since
2001. One of the achievements of this law was that it revealed lots of cases of latent violence between
close relationships. The term, Spousal Violence means physical, mental and sexual violence between
spouses or ex-spouses. Owing to its domestic nature, it was difficult to know the actual situation of
violence and victims. However, it was clear that there are a considerable number of women who could
not escape due to their economic concerns or insufficiency of support and information.

The victims of Spousal Violence were not only spouses, but their children usually became victims
too. Several studies were conducted on Spousal Violence's influences upon children and showed that
children had suffered from violence directly and indirectly and children also had been damaged
psychologically in their development.

Despite these serious influences, there are few measures for children. In this article, firstly, we
mention the recent situation of Spousal Violence and its influences upon children in Japan. Secondly we
describe the support system for the children. Lastly, we argue that there is a deficiency of support for

children and measures.
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