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Abstract

This paper discussed the questionnaire survey, on 137middle-aged and elderly couples. The aim of
the survey was to examine the correlation of two relationships. One was the relationship between
middle-aged and elderly couples, and their children. (The specifications were: 1) expectation and
affection for their children 2) degrees of traditional views of the families). The other was the relationship
between those couples and their children and grandchildren. (The specifications were: 1) the choice of
their closest child, grandchild 2) material and emotional interaction with their children, grandchildren)

The findings are: a) Grandfathers prefer boys than grandmothers as the choice of their closest
grandchild, which relates to the fathers choice of the eldest son as heirs. b) The choices are influenced
by the traditional views of the families in the group where the view is highly valued. c) Interactions
with their child and grandchild differ in gender, and those interactions are also influenced by the
educational background, age, and intimacy between the couples. d) Interactions between the couples
and their children are influenced by the gender of the child. Whether the couple and the child live

together or not also influence those interactions.

Key Words: middle-aged and elderly, favorite choice of their child/ grandchild, traditional views of the

families, material and emotional interaction
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