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Abstract

Japan’s public pension system has been in a fiscal crisis. One of the primary causes for this crisis
is the simultaneous aging factor and a decline in the birth rate. In addition to this, another essential
reason is the distrust of this system. This paper discusses issues related to women and their pension
rights. This problem has provoked a great deal of controversy over the past few decades and now,
has made the pension system suspect. Japan’s pension system has benefited the employees’ full-time
housewives. Nowadays however, people prefer to choose the diversified lifestyle and have no
empathy for such a pension system with regard to fairness, equity and reliance.

Prior to the pension reforms in 2004, the government had set up a special working team to discuss
this issue, but this team failed to arrive at a clear conclusion. A ‘please-every women’ policy seems
to have caused this controversy, but the latest arguments point to a new direction. They offer a
clear and integrated standpoint and this seems to be one of the solutions that would solve the

radical pension reform in Japan.
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