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Abstract

From next academic year, 2002, Children in public elementary schools will have a chance to be
engaged in English activities in the newly implemented class of “the Period of Integrated Studies
(PIS hereafter).” A school principal can decide which subjects will be taught, from among
computer studies, welfare, environmental studies, and cross-cultural education in PIS, based on the
preference of the staff and desire from the local community. Quite a few public schools were
assigned to experiment with English activities at their schools as pilot schools.

In this paper, after explaining the aims of this course, the process of the implementation, and
possible problems, the authors analyzed six classes in one of those pilot schools in the light of
performing its own goals—fostering communicative abilities of young learners. This study
confirms the idea that elementary school teachers either did not adequately provide English input
to students or challenge to promote communicative abilities. Although we need to analyze more
of those classes, so far we can speculate that homeroom teachers are organizing classes based on
the idea to introduce certain expressions and are conducting English activities in the same way
they teach other classes in Japanese. The difficulty of teaching children in higher grades was also
shown in the analysis.
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