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Abstract

Eighty-three undergraduates (43 males and 40 females) were asked to look at a picture of a man
with short hair and another one of the same man with long hair and later were given a questionnair
with 59 paired items to analyze character traits of the man in the picture. Factor analysis was used
to identify the only three impression scales (positive-negative, warm-cold, and steady (steady-
slovenly)).

While the man was considered to be a warm person when he had a long hairstyle, the same man
was regarded as a steady person when he had short hair. Besides this finding, we found that female
students considered the man positive if he had a hairstyle that they liked. It was also found that
the more confident the male students were about themselves, the stronger impression they revealed
in “positive-negative” impression scale. This paper emphasizes the suggestion that the character
of the subjects decides the impression of the man in different hairstyles.
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