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Abstract

The current study explored the conversational styles of father-child interaction. A father-child
dyad was videotaped monthly during free play at their room. Discourse samples to be used in this
study were collected when the child was 4;5 and 4;11. Analyses revealed that the child’s syntactic
and lexical abilities developed with age and that the child at 4;5 persistently returned to a topic he
had brought up, while at 4;11 he was able to carry on a conversation his father initiated. The most
common conversational style the father used was an “aggressive” mode which included short,
direct, informal speech, followed by a “teasing” mode which provided a way to interact and to have
fun while interacting when there was little information to share. Learning to participate in a
context where the father’s conversational styles were used required the child to learn complex
social rules. The results suggest that father-child interaction of the type observed in this study
fosters the development of communication skills which serve as a bridge from young children’s in

—circle (“uchi”) interactions to their out-circle (“soto”) interactions.
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