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Abstract

Foster care is a system to provide a new home and family to an abused child or to a child with no
parents. Most foster children are youngsters who could not deepen the sense of attachment and
relationship between child and parents. Thus some would later find that they must again leave home,
this time from a foster home. As a result, the displacement would bring upon the foster parents a feeling
of regret that may continue for a long time.

The purpose of this paper is to consider what valuable meanings have been brought both to a foster
child and foster parents by their living together as a family. This particular case study involves a foster
parent who again met the foster child 19 years after their separation.

It became evident through this study that
(1) The experience of living together with a foster parent establishes in the foster child a positive
feeling toward the future.

(2) The experience of disruption between them promotes development of a foster parent's identity.
(3) The foster parent may have a belief that she can responsibly bring up the children who will take on

the next generation.
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