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The use of Social Networking Services (SNS) among young people has increased rapidly since the
2000s. Reacting to this trend, this study reports on the use of SNS by gender based on the results of a
questionnaire and intensive interviews with university students in the Tokyo area. Results showed that
females adopted a new SNS at an earlier stage of popularization than males. Females used SNS more
often and more enthusiastically than males. Topics on SNS that females and males liked tended to be
“casual (without much thought)” such as fashion and hobby related, whereas “serious” topics such as

politics and economics were likely to be avoided by both males and females.
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