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Malta has a history that extends back much longer than Ancient Egypt and has a number of unique
aspects. Neolithic and Bronze Age Malta left a mysterious heritage. Since the Classical era, Malta had
faced struggles with other areas and countries, including Phoenician, Greek, Carthagean, and Roman
rulers. In Medieval times, taxes were imposed on Malta by the Byzantine Empire, Aglabiti Dynasty, and
the Normans. Since Renaissance times in Western Europe, Malta was controlled under Angevin, Sicilian,
Genoese, and Aragonese rulers. In 1530, the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem took control of Malta.
Under the rule of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, Malta was besieged by the Ottoman Turks. After
the Christian victory over the Ottoman Turks, Jean Parisot de la Valette, Grand Master of the Order of
Malta, began to build Valletta, a new citadel and capital city named after la Valette,<?> The Knight of St.
John of Jerusalem founded a Jesuit college, university, schools, theaters, hospitals, and the Sacred<?>
infirmary. The Grand Master succeeded in supplying fresh water to Valletta, and Grand Master de Rohan

completed the creation of a legal code.
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