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What sort of conditions are required for cancer patients to live at home during the terminal phase of
their illness? A special nonprofit organization, started its activities in September 2003, to support
treatment at home by appropriately improving the patient’s living environment. It provides supports to
improve houses and in using and applying welfare equipment, utilizing the care insurance system, as
well as other assistance in cooperation with care experts. The purpose of this study is to analyze two
cases of terminal cancer patients in terms of the changes made in their living environments, in order to
identify the issues and specific supports required for both themselves and their family members so that
they could live at home during the final phase of their lives. The study was conducted using semi-
structured interviews with family members. The results show that in both cases the conditions that
enabled patients to live at home were: (1) the patients themselves strongly wanted to live at home; (2)
there was a principal carer providing strong leadership; (3) the living environment was appropriately

improved with the help of health professionals and the care insurance system.
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