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The ballet-girls advanced along a matted way, leading from the side entrance, right
across the pit on the left, in slow time, with faces perfectly expressionless and painted
ghastly white. They trod a measure in slow time, and arriving on the stage, “went
into figures” as they say in America. The female musicians on girls were acting.
The dresses were splendid, and the action in perfect time. There is no pirouetting or
jumping about, as with us, but postures, the principle of dancing here being the their
arms. Another great difference was that, whereas our ballet-girls show their legs, as
well as portions of the upper part of their bodies, and of their arms, these girls had
their legs completely covered, only their feet ware naked. There were many different
dances, and performances was very pretty indeed. The lights were rather dazzing, but

it would have been better in the day time.
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How Miyako Odori Startrd
People of Kyoto were very concerned that Kyoto would go downhill after the relocation of the
capital to Tokyo at the Meiji Restoration.
(Hrg)
In March of 1872, as a sideshow of the EXPO, the dance ‘Miyako Odori Jyunicho’ created by
Masanao Mikimura, was performed with the chorus Matsunoya, located in Gion shinbashi.
This performance was the start of the current Miyako Odori.
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