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Ambassador’s speech
Bunkyo Gakuin University 2 April 2014

On the occasion of the academic year inauguration | would like to extend my greetings to the chancellor,
the professors and all of the students gathered here. A university is indeed a perfect place to exchange
different ideas and opinions. As this day is an exceptional one for the whole academic environment, | am
truly grateful I was given an opportunity to stand here and share my views on the nature of Japanese-Polish
relations. Dear students, | hope my today’s message will help you to start another academic year with some
stimulating views.

Poland and Japan have a long-lasting and successful history of mutual relations. Since we share the same
democratic values, we have been working shoulder to shoulder as partners in many international
organizations and fora. The last two decades have been especially fruitful as Japan has become a de facto
strategic partner of Poland, and as a consequence our cooperation has increased in many fields. Being an
ambassador grants me a privilege to announce some good news, thus let me do so. Polish-Japanese political
relations are excellent. Due to challenges caused by the collapse of the Soviet Union, Poland struggled to
find its place on both European and international stage, and Japan supported our efforts. Since 1990 there
have been many bilateral summits and meetings aiming to strengthen mutual ties. Last year Poland was
honored to host Japanese prime minister in Warsaw. Mr. Abe’s visit infused a grate dose of optimism for the
future of cooperation between Japan and V4 countries. It proved the strength of our ties when it comes to
dialogue in multilateral fora. Now, the two sides are looking forward to deepening the partnership using the
opportunity of “Exchange year” which has just begun.

Our economy has overcome the financial crisis without facing serious breakdown which was a unigque
performance in the EU. The strength showcased during that hard time proved robustness of our country’s
economic progress. We are very pleased that Poland has become an important market for about 300 Japanese
companies, including over 80 manufacturers. Japanese investors appreciate Polish hard-working attitude,
engagement and diligence. Polish-Japanese trade noted remarkable growth in the last decade, and reached
2,21 mld euro last year. What is more, | am pleased to mention that our states have launched a promising
cooperation in the energy sector. Poland is eager to cooperate with Japan in the field of clean coal
technology and share the best professional knowledge in third countries. | believe that this year’s
Japanese-Polish Science and Technology Seminar will provide ever more amazing ideas aiming to boost our
cooperation in the energy sector and other fields. I am sincerely convinced about the success of prospective
joint projects, because Poland has what it takes to be an innovative and trustworthy partner.

Three years ago Japan suffered from the Great Tohoku earthquake and tsunami. Many people died,
infrastructure destroyed but nothing could break the strong surviving will of Japanese people. In respect of
the long history of mutual relations and with a great deal of sympathy towards Japan, Poland offered various
forms of assistance. Let me recall here a joint governmental and NGO project “Most Solidarnosci” whereby
30 pupils from Iwate and Miyagi prefectures could spent two weeks during summer break in Poland. With
money collected during Polish Humanitarian Action’s charity actions kindergarten facilities in a town of
Kesennuma in Miyagi prefecture were rebuilt just one and half year after the tragedy. In Poland we like to
describe the reality by using some proverbs and | would name Japanese-Polish friendship with the following
one: “a friend in need is a friend indeed”.

Minister Fumio Kishida was right saying that Japan and Poland are “new old friends”, because we have a
long history behind and surely even longer ahead of us. | completely agree with his opinion and stay
optimistic about our mutual cooperation in the future. As the Ambassador | am assuring you that Poland is
ready to deepen our friendship with innovative minds and warm hearts of Polish people.



