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Eﬁ%ﬁ%g abstrac&

What is globalization, and why does it now seem to influence English language education so directly in Japan? Within a

Japanese context, what, specifically, does globalization mean? Based on an understanding of globalization in a Japanese
context, I will discuss practical goals for English language education in Japan. By introducing certain questions, | will actively
challenge participants to critique these goals and to come up with their own. Questions | will ask include: What “English”
should language educators and students aim for? Is it necessary to acquire native-like English? In today’s world, who is a native
speaker, and does it matter? How does mastering English influence one’s own cultural and linguistic identities? How should
educators and learners attend to issues of L1 and L2 cultures? How does research address these, and other related, questions?
Finally, how should language educators teach and position English? To what extent is Japan’s position in the world affected by

how we answer these questions?
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E&EEEE Short Biography of the Lecturer

Albert Lehner is Director of the Language Center at the University of Fukui, where he is a professor and

Director of the Language Development Center, a state-of-the-art self-access center. He received Ph.D. from
the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Formerly, he directed three other university English programs in Japan
and one in the U.S. These include: Akita International University, Temple University Japan, Huron
International University Tokyo, and The Franklin Institute of Boston (U.S.A.). He served as a professor and
also director of the Graduate Program in ELT at Akita International University (Japan) as well as full-time
English language instructor at Sophia University (Japan). Al has conducted numerous workshops for high
school English teachers across Japan for 10 years and published independently as well as jointly with Ryuko
Kubota, Peter Elbow, and Eleanor Kutz.
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