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Abstract

When the new program for promoting early childhood education was presented in March 2001,
it was stressed by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology that team
teaching would be introduced in kindergarten education. This attracted the big attention among
people because it has been taken for granted that kindergartens provide only one teacher for one
classroom as other schools do.

Many kindergartens so far have offered plural teachers in one classroom, particularly for young
children and children with special needs. First, the concept of team teaching in school and the
differences between team teaching and plural teacher system will be discussed, and then the new
concept of team teaching in kindergarten, which will change the paradigm of kindergarten
education will be argued. In the last part of this paper, the practice of such team teaching in a
certain kindergarten will be introduced and assessed with respect to its values and the points which
need more careful planning.
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